SCOTTISH  POLICY

we shall so help him and consider his case, as he shall have
good cause to say, we be an assured friend towards him and the
commonwealth of that realm, as our amity now requireth. But
you shall here tell him, that, seeing all the nobles of Scodand
have chosen him to be their governor by a common consent, and
have subscribed to the same; our opinion is, that he should not
only make their doings therein manifest] to the whole world,
whereby their inconstancy and disloyalty may appear; but also
that, being now well learned by the example and experience of
the Cardinal and others, what it is to give scope and liberty to
such as be bent and determined against him, in case any of them
come in his hands, he should bestow them where they should
do him nor the realm no hurt; and, in the mean season, upon
their open attemptate, proclaim and use such of them as he shall
think good as rebels and traitors to the Queen and the realm
accordingly.

Third, where it appeareth, that he mindeth to meet the rebels
on the other side of the water, and so to give them battle, if they
will abide it; you shall say, we think it not meet that he should
pass the said water, ne put himself in hazard at his enemies'
call; but we think it most expedient and necessary for him to
take Stirling into his own hands, whereby he may be master of
the passage; and then, as he may be sure to be master of all that
is on this side the said water, so he may take his advantage of his
enemies, and fight with them, or leave them, as shall be most
for his own commodity.

Fourth, where he desireth us to take in good part for a time,
though the Borderers do not as becometh them; you shall to that
tell him, that if he will be so content, we shall so chastise those
Borderers, as, with our advice, he may plant others in their places;
for which purpose, we have written to our cousin of Suffolk, and
to the Lord Warden of'our Marches, to put all our Borders in
order for the same, willing you to advertise our lieutenant and
Warden of his determination in this behalf.

Fifth, where it appeareth by your letters, that eleven of the
French ships, which have kept that coast this long season, lie
now in the May: you shall understand that being lately the whole
number of sixteen, in their return towards France, there encoun-